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The Systematic Perspective of the Surveys on the
National Language Situations in the Context of the New National Situation
LI Chunfeng

(Chinese Teaching Department , Beijing Chinese Language and Culture College , Beijing 102206, China ;

Owversea Chinese Research Center, Jinan University, Guangzhou 510000, China)

Abstract: In a broad sense, “the surveys on the national language situations” refers to all surveys re-
lated to language and language issues in different regions or countries. At present, the surveys on Chi-
na’s language situations are mainly carried out in four major areas, including Chinese and Chinese dia-
lect areas, ethnic minority areas, overseas Chinese communities, and countries along the “the Belt
and Road”. The histories, scales, contents and methods of the surveys have their own characteristics,
and each constitutes essentially a similar survey system but with different forms. The surveys on the
national language situations should rely on the building of a system in different dimensions and carry
out the surveys from the systematic perspective. The spatio-temporal comparison in the surveys of the
national language situations is the integrated comparison of the horizontal space, the vertical space and
the longitudinal time. We should pay attention to and continuously improve this systematic research
method. Through the linguistic and cultural investigation at each survey site and from one point to the
entire area, we can find the gene of cultural inheritance and the spiritual core of the community of the
Chinese nation, and show the characteristics of the symbiosis and coexistence of the global human
community with a shared future.
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