2021 11 Nov. 2021

4 Applied Linguistics No. 4
*
( 102206)
11 (1)
34% ;(2) “ 7 10
; ( 3) 13 ” 113 ” 13 ” 113
” ; ( 4)
H195 A 1003-5397(2021) 04010442

DOI:10.16499/j .cnki.1003-5397.2021.04.007
A Study on the Influential Factors of Heritage Language
Proficiency Maintenance
—A Case of ChineseTeenagers in Japan

WEI Jiubao

Abstract: Most of the research on the influential factors of language maintenance
focus more on the influence of the external environment than on the factors of learners’

individual motivation. More attention is paid to the second language learners than to the

2021 -06 -20
* “ ‘ ’ " (YBI3S -
133) 2018 «“ "(HW - 18 — A01)



2021 4 : * 105 -

heritage language learners. This paper studies the relationship between 11 types of
motivation and the Chinese language level of Chinese students in Japan. The results show
that: (1) Motivation factors can explain 34% of the variance of Chinese language level
and the effect size is large; (2) The 10 types of motivation except “instrumental
motivation” are significantly related to Chinese language competence; (3) The most
significant predictive factors are “integration motivation’ “anxiety’  “self-efficacy ” and
“family attachment”. Other factors are significantly correlated with these four factors; (4)
Family-related motivation is indeed an important and prominent factor affecting Chinese
competence. In addition to the three aspects of language learner and learning situation
the aspect of family should also be added to the motivation maintenance system of Chinese
as a heritage language. Based on these findings this paper puts forward some suggestions
on the maintenance of Chinese as the heritage language and its enlightenment to
international Chinese education.
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