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A Comparative Study of Productive Vocabulary between Chinese
Second Language and Native Language Learners

ZHANG Jiangli

Abstract: Based on two self-built corpora this article compares the differences
between Chinese second language and native language learners in their productive
vocabulary. The results show that the maximum productive vocabulary of Chinese second
language learners is about 9965 while that of Chinese native language learners is about
13428. The productive vocabulary of second language learners at intermediate level is
close ( slightly lower) to that of the third and fourth grade native language learners. The
productive vocabulary of advanced Chinese second language learners is close to ( slightly

higher) that of the fifth and sixth grade native language learners. The vocabulary
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frequency distribution of Chinese second language learners is similar to that of native
language learners. The types of words in the corpora and the covering—rate have a
“decreasing lexical effect” and the vocabulary used by the second language learners is
more concentrated.
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